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COMPOST AND
MULCH CAN BUlL.D
AND F’F\’OTECT -
YOUR SoIL lN
MANY WAYS'

ITCAN...

. Improve stl tzlth and crumb

stmcture/frzabzlzty e
o 'Add beneﬁczal c

i mzcroorgamsms o

o Provide a source of slow— .

release nutrients, mcludmg -
= i‘mzeronutrzents that may not
be in your sozl fertzlztyc '

' progmm '
-Improve water retentzon

’Improz/e cation exchcmge

- capacity; which translates to
better nutrzent—holdmg
capaczty '

. Suppress selected dzseases,
_..‘,such as P/oytophthom |

° Control erosion.

N
.

. Suppress weeds -'lij ‘
:f - '~‘ ‘A‘m \l}ffs ~ N,_y——o

process that kills. pathogens and weed seeds
Compost is usually 1ncorporated 1nto the soil.

f_ -~ - ra

WHAT IS MULCH? L

Mulch 1s ground up yard trrmmrngs and/or ™" e

Wood chlps It is usually applred in: a layer to .

. the top of the soil and i not. tllled in. Mulch-

~

is commonly used for erosron control and for - -~

weed suppressron o

o
Both compost and mulch can complement
other soil additives and managemgnt. practrce’s,
_suchras fertilizers, pest1c1des, herb1c1des and
cover crops N s .

4 .
I

HOW DO l FlND o
COMF’OST AND MULCH

_THAT MEET MY NEEDS'?

- To locate compost and mulch supplrers
request a.copy of thé “Compost & Mulch— '
Source List” by either calling the Cal1forn1a
Integrated ‘Waste Management Board’ s~

Orgamc Materials. Management Program at - v

{916) 255-2410 or. -checking'its Web site at
WWW. c-rwmb ca. gov/organrcs/farmmg T

Ask ‘producers what they use'as. feedstock
. Producers regrstered with the'California *
+.Compost Qualrty Council {CCQC):are.

’ requrred to disclose feedstock and other: - ;
producp characteristics. ‘Most’ producers will <

+ provide you with a lab analysrs of their'
products upon request Teoe T
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[N

.

\
i

' Flow MUCH SHOULD I
USE?. . - PR

* “Talk with other growers in your area; farrn '
advisors, and compost producers.to get’ *

mformatron abéut typrcal apphcatron rates for ..

_‘your type of .crop.. “Your own rate w1ll depend

., on the purpase of ther applrcatron your crop'=

: needs, analyses of your sorl and the materlal
'to be applred RS s R

WHAT ABOUT MAKl NG

MY OWN COM F’OST7

Makmg your own compost can help you .

R4

manage crop resrdues You can also add yard N
: trrmmmgs to your.own materral to produce a -
greater amount of product and increase its’ -

mrcrobral diversity. “Many commercral
producers will grlnd yard trimmings and sell
“therd to farmers. You could also arrange for '

T _f commercial landscapers in'your area to del1ver

-
~

‘yard trlmmrngs to your farm. - <

A grower who brings in mater1al from non- -

_-agricultural sources must notify the local
eriforcement -agency, usually the county
envrronmental healthr department ‘of therr

: operatron‘ Check out the compostmg

C e regulatrons at . .

. October 1998 - ST
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WHERE CAN l GET MORE
INFORMATION7 '

Check out. the Farmmg Outlook” Web site at
www .ciwmib,ca. gov/orgamcs/farmmg ‘Or. send

Lin¢ the attached card or call. (916) 255 2410

P A publlcatron of the California lnte_grated Waste Management: Board. .
Cooperafve fundmg from the U.S..EPA Reglon IX '

-~

'\ ‘Publication #421- 93 021

1 Send in this card for additional'information! -
- Name:
b l{anch/l:arm Narhe:_

S Add'ress{. :

-0 Compost

L ' - < . E B

Phone
- City; ] * State: . Zip:
My crops - e e L Acreage :

I now use the followmg (check all that apply)

El Mulch D Manure d Cover Crops )

May we send you'a more detalled survey about )

'.compost/mulch use? ‘5 Yes DNo . -

‘0 Compostmg_Regulatrons ‘

.Check items- you would llke to recenve

O Compost/Mulch Source Listt

O “Two Gréen Thumbs Up” Video (Northern Callforma :
_ “cornpost 1n agr1culture demonstratlon projects) .

" O Fact Sheets on Compost and Mulch Use Demonstratlon

Prolects - . -

.0 On Farm Compostmg Handbook (sublect to, avarlabxlrty)

El Calrforma Compost Qualrty Councrl Brochure

£
‘,~\ \ ~





